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Dear professor Coggon,

Thank you for accepting the invitation to comment on the draft report ‘Acetaldehyde’, which was

published for public review in Spring 2014 by the Subcornmittee on C!assification of Carcinogenic

Substances of the Dutch Expert Committee 0fl Occupationa! Safety (DECOS) of the Health

Council of the Nether!ands. The Committee has taken your comrnents into consideration. On

behalf of the President of the Hea!th Counci!, T herewith send you the reply.

What is meant by ‘retainedfor 45 to 75% in human subjects’ (Section 4.])? It concerns the uptake

of acetaldehyde by the respiratory tract directly after a short inhalation period in human

volunteers. The sentence in the advisory report is revised to make this more dear.

Were levels after single inhalation exposure higher than in unexposed control animals (section

4.])? The answer is yes. This is made dear in the text of the report.

Is there some data on nietabolism in humans (Section 4.2); would such data have been collected to

support registration of the drug disulfira,n? Indeed, there are some studies performed on the

metabo!ism of acetaldehyde in humans, but almost all concern primary exposure to other

substances, such as ethanol (alcohol) or disulfiram, in which acetaldehyde is considered the main

metabolite causing (adverse) hea!th effects. Almost no human studies are available in which the

metabolism of acetaldehyde is investigated after exposure to acetaldehyde alone. However, there is

no reason to believe that metabo!ism of acetaldehyde in humans differs from that in rodents, which

is supported by human data on for instance ethano! and disulfiram.

Half-time values in which tissues(Section 4.2,)? The half-times concern the level of acetaldehyde in

the blood of the animals. This information is added to the text.
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The Committee appreciated your comments. Enclosed you find a copy of the final report, which

was published in November 2014.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear dr. Lentz and dr. Ma,

Thank you for accepting the invitation to comment on the draft report ‘Acetaldehyde’, which was

published for public review in Spring 2014 by the Subcommittee on Classifïcation of Carcinogenic

Substances of the Dutch Expert Committee on Occupational Safety (DECOS) of the Health

Council of the Netherlands. The Committee has taken your comments into consideration. On

behalf of the President of the Health Council, 1 herewith send you the reply.

The committee agrees with you that epidemiological studies, including the studies on genetic

polymorphism and cancer development due to alcohol consumption, are taken generally as

association-studies and not evidence-studies. To prevent confusion, the sentences in the final

advisory report are revised.

The Committee appreciates the comrnents by NLOSH. Enciosed you find a copy of the final report,

which was published in November 2014.
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