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In 2012, the President of the Health Council of the Netherlands released a draft report on
chloramphenicol, prepared by the Subcommittee on Classification of Reproduction Toxic
Substances, for public review. Your organization used the opportunity to comment on this report.
The subcommittee appreciates your comments which were considered in finalizing the report.

On behalf of the President of the Health Council of the Netherlands, I herewith present you the
subcommittee's reaction to your comments.

With respect to your first comment, the subcommittee adopted your suggestion and paid attention to
the ‘grey baby syndrome’ in Section 2.1 (Introduction). The subcommittee notes, however, that this
phenomenon may occur at chloramphenicol levels exceeding those expected in breastfed children.

The subcommittee rewrote the unclear phrases on page 13, line 8, and page 16, line 6, included
additional numerical information concerning the Fritz/Hess study, and adopted to replace the word
‘or” by ‘and/or’ on page 16, line 17.

The subcommittee did not feel the need to clarify the terms ‘guideline studies’ and “fertility’
because they are considered familiar terms in the field of reproduction toxicology.

The final report was published on 30 October 2012. Enclosed you will find a copy.
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