
 

  

 

 



 

Review and critique of the document titled Potassium Cyanide (C-K-N): 

Evaluation of the carcinogenicity and genotoxicity.   By: Nadia S. El-Ayouby, 

NPPTL/NIOSH, 1095 Willowdale Rd., Morgantown, WV 26505-2888 

1) Have all critical studies, which are relevant to the assessment of the health risk, been 

included? If not, a copy of the reference(s) omitted will have to be provided. 

Yes 

2) Are the critical studies presented in sufficient detail to support the conclusions 

concerning the characterization of risk? 

Yes  

3) Is the presentation of the information sufficiently concise or can the descriptions (of 

the non-critical studies) be condensed? 

Yes 

4) Are there any limitations of the critical studies which have not been presented? 

Yes.   

Based on the available data from the literature on the carcinogen effect of C-K-N on 

human, one can make the following points:   

 The scientific evidence indicates that the risk to humans was not conclusive due 

to insufficient human data on mutagencity and genotoxicity.  

 The in vitro assays revealed some cytotoxic damage to DNA, but no conclusive 

evidence to indicate genotoxic or carcinogen effects caused by C-K-N.   

 The evidence indicates that C-K-N is not carcinogenic to humans. 

5)   Are there alternative interpretations to the overall assessment of the reproductive  

health risks?  

No alternative interpretation at the current time, due to lack of scientific evidence. 

 


